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The University{!/ Dayton News Release 
Feb. 7, 1991 
Contact: Dick Kubik 
POLITICAL UPHEAVAL TO FOLLOW 
GULF WAR, PREDICTS UD HISTORIAN 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Even assuming that the United States will 
win the Gulf War, Americans may not be safe walking the streets 
of Arabian cities for decades to come, says a University of 
Dayton history professor. 
T.C. Rhee, a specialist in political and military history, 
says the ill will that will remain after the war could create a 
major problem for u.s. foreign policy. 
Rhee sees an almost complete political upheaval in the 
Middle East following the war, with pro-American and moderate 
governments in the region falling under the control of radical, 
pan-Arabian nationalist or fundamentalist regimes. 
"Egypt, Jordan , even Saudi Arabia could be affected," says 
Rhee. "And Kuwait will not be restored to what it was before the 
Iraqi invasion." 
Rhee sees the u.s. as having moved into a political vacuum 
~n the Gulf region. 
"With the demise of the Soviet emp~re under Gorbachev, there 
~s only one super power in the world--the United states," 
explains Rhee. 
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"In effect, Gorbachev's policies gave the u.s. the 
opportunity to move into the Gulf vacuum. We would never have 
done so had the Soviet empire remained strong and powerful." 
The u.s., adds Rhee, was able to use the invasion of 
Kuwait as an excuse to expand its influence in a critical part of 
the world. 
"This may have be r ~ strategically necessary, but in so doing 
we may have opened up a Pandora's box of troubles later on." 
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For media interviews, contact T.C. Rhee at (513) 229-3046. 
